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INTERNAL COMMUNICATION

To: Property & Cleaning Services Colleagues & Sub-Contractors

	Hey team, today we’re going to chat about stabbing hazards and how we can keep ourselves safe on the job. Stabbing hazards can come from various tools and materials and knowing how to manage these risks is key to ensuring our workplace remains accident-free. Let’s break down some important aspects.

Understanding Stabbing Hazards
First off, it's important to know what we mean by stabbing hazards. These typically refer to the potential for puncture wounds caused by sharp objects or tools. Common examples include:
1. Knives: Used for cutting materials.
1. Screwdrivers: Commonly used for fastening or loosening screws.
1. Metal edges: Any exposed or sharp-edged material could pose a risk.
1. Broken glass: It can be found in various containers and equipment.
1. Tools: Any equipment that has sharp components, such as saws and chisels.

Identifying Risks
It's crucial to recognize where these hazards might be present. Here are some typical risk areas:
1. Workstations: Ensure that your workspace is free of clutter, as clutter can lead to accidents.
1. Storage areas: Be cautious with how tools and materials are stored. Keep sharp objects in designated storage to avoid accidental exposure.
1. Equipment: Regularly check tools to ensure they are in working order, free of sharp edges or damage.
1. Personal protective equipment (PPE): Not wearing the appropriate gear can increase your risk.

Safe Practices to Follow
Now let's talk about some safe practices to adopt. These safety tips will help minimize our risk of injury:
1. Use Proper Tools: Always grab the right tool for the job. Using tools as intended reduces the chances of accidents.
1. Maintain Tools Regularly: Tools should be kept sharp, clean, and well-maintained to work efficiently. A dull tool forces you to apply more pressure, increasing the chances of slipping.
1. Wear Protective Equipment: Always use gloves, cut-resistant sleeves, eye protection, and any other necessary PPE based on the job.
1. Stay Focused: Distractions can lead to mistakes. Always be aware of your surroundings and the tools you're using.
1. Cut Away from Your Body: When using knives or blades, make sure you cut away from yourself. This simple step can make a big difference.

Responding to Incidents
Even with precautions, accidents can still happen. Here’s what to do:
1. Stay Calm: If you or someone else gets injured, try to stay calm and ensure the area is safe.
1. Seek Help: If the injury is serious, call for medical assistance immediately. It’s essential that you get the right help quickly.
1. Report the Incident: After getting help, report the incident to your supervisor. Documenting these events helps improve workplace safety.

Conclusion
Stabbing hazards are a real concern, but they can be managed effectively by staying informed and alert. By following proper safety practices, wearing the appropriate PPE, and staying trained, we can create a safer work environment for everyone. Make sure to look out for one another and put safety first!
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Have a good day…

Warmest regards, 
 
Property & Cleaning Services | McSence Group 
McSence Business Park | 32 Sycamore Road, Mayfield, Midlothian, EH22 5TA
T: 0131 454 1520 | 1513 | 1514 | 1507 
Office Hours: 7.30am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday 
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