	
	
	

	
	
	Virtual Toolbox Talk – Fireworks & Safety 

	
	
	





[bookmark: _MailOriginal]From: Services <services@mcsence.co.uk> 
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To: All Trades <all.trades@mcsence.co.uk>; 
Subject: McSence Daily Toolbox Talk 04/11/2025 – Fireworks & Safety

INTERNAL COMMUNICATION

To: Property & Cleaning Services Colleagues & Sub-Contractors

	Hey everyone, today we're diving into something a little bit more exciting - fireworks! With the season for fireworks around the corner, it's important to keep safety at the forefront of our minds. Whether you're using them for celebrations or special events like the McSence fireworks display at Mayfield Park opens at 6.30pm to 8.30pm - fireworks display starts at 7.30pm & free entry to McSence Colleagues if you bring your ID.  We want to ensure everyone enjoys them safely. So, let’s chat about some essential points to keep in mind.
Understanding Firework Safety
First things first, it’s crucial to understand how to handle fireworks properly. Many of us might have used them in the past, but just because we have some experience doesn't mean we should get complacent. Here are some general guidelines: 
1. Read all instructions carefully: Every firework comes with its own set of instructions, and these are there for a reason. Make sure to follow them closely.
1. Choose a safe location: Fireworks should always be lit in open, clear areas, away from buildings, trees, and flammable materials.
1. Stay sober: Using fireworks while under the influence of alcohol or drugs is not only illegal in many places but also increases the chances of accidents.
Types of Fireworks
Let’s talk about the different types of fireworks. Each type has its own safety considerations:
1. Consumer Fireworks: These include firecrackers, fountains, and sparklers. While they may seem simple, they can still cause injuries if not handled correctly.
1. Display Fireworks: Used by professionals, these are larger and more powerful. Safety protocols are strictly enforced when handling these.
Common Injuries
Now, it's not just about using fireworks; we also need to consider the potential for injuries, and the most common injuries include:
1. Burns: These can happen from direct contact with sparklers or other pyrotechnics.
1. Loss of Fingers: Improper handling or accidental ignition can lead to severe injuries.
1. Eye Injuries: Fireworks can cause serious eye damage, so wearing protective eyewear is always a good idea.
Safety Precautions
Let’s take a closer look at some safety precautions we should all follow:
1. Have a water source or fire extinguisher nearby: Always have water or a fire extinguisher close at hand in case of an emergency.
1. Light one at a time: This reduces the risk of multiple fireworks igniting at once.
1. Never relight a dud: If a firework doesn’t go off, wait at least 20 minutes before approaching it.
Family and Friends
If you're enjoying fireworks with family or friends, remind them of these safety tips, too. It's always better when everyone is on the same page. Here are some talking points to share:
1. Attend organised fireworks displays: ideally to attend organised fireworks displays Organised firework events around Scotland 2025
1. Designate person: Having one responsible person in charge of lighting fireworks can help minimize accidents.
1. Keep children and animals at a safe distance: Make sure they are at least 75 feet away from the launch site.
1. Use protective equipment: Encourage your friends and family to wear gloves, eye protection etc when handling fireworks.
Emergency Procedures
In the event something does go wrong, knowing what to do can save lives:
1. Dial 999: In case of a serious injury or fire, don’t hesitate to call for help.
1. Administer first aid: If someone is injured, provide basic first aid while waiting for emergency services.
Wrapping It Up
As we gear up for fireworks night - let’s all commit to staying safe by following the tips, guidelines and keeping our wits about us – wrap up cosy and warm too.
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Have a good day…

Warmest regards, 
 
Property & Cleaning Services | McSence Group 
McSence Business Park | 32 Sycamore Road, Mayfield, Midlothian, EH22 5TA
T: 0131 454 1520 | 1513 | 1514 | 1507 
Office Hours: 7.30am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday 
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