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INTERNAL COMMUNICATION

To: Property & Cleaning Services Colleagues & Sub-Contractors

	Hey team, today we’re diving into an important topic that affects all of us on the job: Electrical Safety. Electricity is powerful and can be dangerous if not handled properly. We need to keep safety at the forefront when working with electrical systems, so let’s go over some best practices, common hazards, and tips to stay safe.

Understanding Electrical Hazards
Before we jump into safety measures, it’s essential to understand the main hazards associated with electricity. Here are a few key points:
1. Shock: This occurs when the body becomes a path for electric current. It can range from a mild tingling sensation to a life-threatening condition.
1. Arc Flash: This is a flashover of electric current that leaves its intended path and travels through the air, resulting in an explosion. It can cause severe burns and other injuries.
1. Electrical Fires: These can start when electrical circuits are overloaded, or faulty equipment is used. It's crucial to know how to prevent them.

Common Causes of Electrical Accidents
Here are some factors that often lead to electrical accidents:
1. Improper Use of Equipment: Using tools or equipment in ways they weren't designed for can lead to dangerous situations.
1. Overloaded Circuits: Plugging too many devices into an outlet can cause overheating and result in a fire.
1. Wet Conditions: Water conducts electricity, so working with or near electrical systems in wet conditions significantly increases the risk of shock.
1. Poor Maintenance: Faulty wiring, damaged cords, or broken equipment can create hazardous conditions.

Best Practices for Electrical Safety
Now let’s get into some safety practices we should follow:
1. Wear Proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always use insulated gloves, goggles, and other protective gear when working with electricity. For instance, rubber gloves can protect you from shock.
1. Keep Work Areas Dry: Make sure your work area is free from moisture. If you’re working outdoors, ensure the weather is safe before beginning any electrical work.
1. Use Equipment Properly: Always read the manufacturer’s instructions on tools and equipment. For instance, don’t use a power tool that’s meant for indoors outside.
1. Inspect Equipment Regularly: Check for frayed wires, loose connections, and damaged plugs. Even a small defect can lead to bigger problems.

Responding to Electrical Emergencies
Despite our best efforts, emergencies can still happen. Here’s how to handle some common electrical emergencies:
1. Shock Victim: If someone gets shocked, don’t touch them until you can safely shut off the power. If the power can't be turned off, use a non-conductive object to push them away from the source of electricity.
1. Fires: Never use water on electrical fires. Instead, use a fire extinguisher rated for electrical fires, or call emergency services immediately.
1. Arc Flash: If an arc flash occurs, immediately call for medical assistance and follow your company’s evacuation procedures.

Conclusion
In summary, electrical safety is everyone's responsibility. By understanding the hazards, following best practices, and knowing how to respond in emergencies, we can create a safer working environment. Always stay aware and prioritize safety in everything you do. If anyone has questions or needs clarification on anything we talked about today, don’t hesitate to ask. Let’s make electrical safety a top priority!
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Have a good day…

Warmest regards, 
 
Property & Cleaning Services | McSence Group 
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