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INTERNAL COMMUNICATION

To: Property & Cleaning Services Colleagues & Sub-Contractors

	Hey Team. Today, we're going to discuss something that's crucial for our safety on the job: combustible materials. Accidents can happen in the blink of an eye, and it's our job to stay vigilant. Let's break down what these materials are, why they matter, and how we can stay safe.

What Are Combustible Materials?
Combustible materials are any substances that can catch fire and burn when exposed to heat or flames and they exist in various forms, such as:
1. Certain chemicals including cleaning products
1. Paint and paint thinners  
1. Wood and paper
1. Cloth and textiles
1. Certain plastics
1. Fuels like gasoline, oil, and propane

Why Should We Care?
Understanding combustible materials is key to preventing workplace fires. Just think about it: a simple spark near some cardboard boxes can lead to catastrophic outcomes. For example, a neighbouring site, a small oil spill ignited, resulting in significant injuries and property loss. We want to avoid scenarios like that.

Common Sources of Ignition
Ignition sources can be everywhere around us. Here are a few common ones:
1. Open flames, such as welding or cutting torches
1. Electrical sparks from equipment
1. Heating appliances
1. Cigarettes or matches
1. Static electricity

Best Practices for Handling Combustible Materials
To minimise risks, it's critical to follow some best practices:
1. Proper Storage: Store combustible materials in designated areas, away from heat sources. Make sure all flammable liquids are kept in approved containers.
1. Regular Inspections: Conduct routine checks to identify and eliminate hazards. This includes monitoring for leaks, spills, or accumulation of combustible materials.
1. Use Proper Equipment: Always use the right tools for handling combustible materials, such as non-sparking tools when working with flammable liquids.
1. Emergency Preparedness: Be aware of the nearest fire exits and ensure fire extinguishers are accessible and in working condition at all sites being worked at.
1. Stay Educated: Regular training sessions can help us all stay informed about the latest safety practices – ensure SCTV module is completed/up to date. 
 
What to Do in an Emergency
In case of a fire, remember the acronym RACE – call 999:
1. Rescue anyone in danger if it’s safe to do so.
1. Activate the fire alarm system.
1. Contain the fire if possible & close doors to prevent the spread.
1. Evacuation—get out and stay out.

Final Thoughts
Your safety is paramount, and understanding how to deal with combustible materials can save lives. Let's not be complacent; stay aware and look out for one another. If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to reach out.
Thanks for your attention, and let’s keep it safe out there!
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Have a good day…

Warmest regards, 
 
Property & Cleaning Services | McSence Group 
McSence Business Park | 32 Sycamore Road, Mayfield, Midlothian, EH22 5TA
T: 0131 454 1520 | 1513 | 1514 | 1507 
Office Hours: 7.30am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday 
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