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	Introduction:  The prevention of all accidents involving personal injury or property damage is essential to the efficient operation of the McSence Group. It is the policy of McSence Group that its operations are executed always in such a way as to ensure it fulfils its obligations to meet the requirements of the Health & Safety at Work (HSATW) etc. Act 1974

Company Policies: Microsoft Word - Asbestos Awareness & Working Policy

HSE Videos: Click on this link for more info  Asbestos Awareness Toolbox Talk



	….Virtual Toolbox Talks – Asbestos Awareness….

Where you will find asbestos: The asbestos removal industry estimates there are over 3,000 different types of ACM products. Asbestos can be found: 

In insulation and sprayed coatings used for: 
· Boilers, plants and pipework (some are obvious, but some are hidden in underfloor ducting).
· Fire protection steelwork – Hidden behind false ceilings – in thermal and acoustic insulation of buildings.
In insulating board used in: 
· Fire protection to doors, protected exits and steelwork.
· Claddings on walls and ceilings, internal walls, partitions and suspended ceiling tiles.
· Fire Blankets
In asbestos cement, which is found as: 
· Corrugated roofing and cladding sheets of buildings.
· Flat sheets for partitions – cladding and other door facings.
· Rainwater gutters and downpipes.
In other products:
· Some textured coatings and paints.
· Friction materials (such as brake linings and clutch plates).
· Flash guards and components within equipment.
How asbestos can affect you: 
When ACMs are disturbed fibres are released into the air. 
· These fibres can easily be breathed in .
· The fibres penetrate deep into the lungs where they remain, leading to diseases such as asbestosis (fibrous scarring of the lungs), lung cancer and mesothelioma (cancer of the lining of the lung). 
· Mesothelioma is incurable, and is always fatal Smokers are at increased risk of asbestos-related diseases.




	Who Does This Toolbox Talk Apply To?  
All Employees: This policy applies to all persons working for or on our behalf of the McSence Group of Companies which includes the subsidiary companies - McSence Communication Ltd, McSence Ltd, McSence Services Ltd & McSence Workspace Ltd in any capacity including but not limited to: 
· All employees at all levels, prospective employees, agency workers, seconded workers, temporary workers, contractors/sub-contractors, clients, agents, external consultants, volunteers, members of the public, group’s supply chain, third-party representatives and/or business partners who will be referred to in our Group policies as “all employees”. 
The Workplace: This policy applies to all persons working for or on our behalf of the McSence Group of Companies in any capacity at the workplace(s) as defined below which includes but not limited to:
· McSence Premises, Offices, Units, Business Park, Client’s Premises, External Meeting Places, Customers’ Homes, Gardens, Sheltered Housing, Whilst On-Call, On-Duty, Emergency Cover, Working from Home including On-Line Meetings, Whilst Driving in Company Time, Working Public Areas (café’s, trains, coffee shops, buses etc) and will be referred to throughout this policy as “the workplace”.



	HSE WEBSITE – see links below:
· HSE – Asbestos Essentials - http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a0.pdf 
· HSE – COSHH - https://www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/basics/whatdo.htm
· HSE – Lifting Equipment at Work http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg290.htm 
· HSE – Manual Handling at Work: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg143.htm 
· HSE – Needlestick - Sharps injuries - What you need to do (hse.gov.uk)
· HSE – Painting & Coatings Frequently asked questions – Paint and coatings (hse.gov.uk)
· HSE – Slips, Trips & Falls http://www.hse.gov.uk/toolbox/slips.htm 
· HSE – Working at Height/Ladders http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg455.pdf



	

	STAFF ZONE is our bespoke intranet for McSence colleagues with company information in one place where you if you click this link McSence | Home | McSence and enter passcode is staffzone123 it will take you to the following company information as follows:
· Company Handbooks McSence Handbooks | McSence
· Company Policies: McSence Policies | McSence
· Health & Safety: McSence Health & Safety Information | McSence


__________________________
Company Intranet – Staff Zone: All the McSence Groups policies, procedures, handbooks are available on-line to all employees on the McSence Group’s Staff Zone Intranet via our website Login | McSence

Compliance: Failure to comply with the provisions of this Virtual Toolbox Talk may result in Disciplinary proceedings.

McSence Group - McSence Communication Ltd, McSence Ltd, McSence Services Ltd & McSence Workspace Ltd
T: 0131 454 1500 | E: mail@mcsence.co.uk | W: www.mcsence.co.uk | FB: www.facebook.com/McSenceGroup
Toolbox Talks: This Virtual Toolbox Talk will be reviewed annually and, if necessary, revised in the light of legislative or organisational changes Improvements will be made by learning from experience and the use of an established annual review. Should any amendments, revisions, or updates be made to this policy it is the responsibility of the Company Senior Management Team (SMT) to see that all relevant employees receive notice and training if necessary.
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